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In fact, the Russo-Polish war of 1920 gave Lenin's government
the choice between two principles: either national self-determina-
tion or forcible exportation of Soviet rule. The overwhelming
majority of Poles, including Polish workers, were definitely op-
posed to the Soviet regime. The Moscow government, of which
Stalin was a member, defied the Anglo-Polish peace offers and
ordered the Red Army to proceed against Warsaw and on to Ger-
many. The campaign ended in a Soviet defeat.

Aggrandizement of the Soviet state is the highest of all prin-
ciples; it overshadows the sovereignty of nations. During the first
period of Soviet history, because of the weakness of the new state,
it was rather the independence of nations that was stressed in its
foreign policy. But even at that time the other tendency was mani-
fest. Both were clearly observable in the relationships with China
and Japan.

JAPANESE INTERVENTION

Japan was among those of Russia's allies of the first World War
that benefited from the internal and military collapse of the for-
mer Russian Empire.

Everything that occurred in the Far East since 1914 seemed to
strengthen the growing conviction in Japan that she was chosen
by the gods to rule at least a great part of the world. The sequence
of unexpected developments was wonderful indeed. In 1914 the
German possessions in China fell to Japan. The German Pacific
archipelagoes followed. In 1915 China virtually agreed to Japan's
having a predominant influence on the conduct of Chinese external
affairs. The disintegration of China and the weakness of the rival
groups served to strengthen Japan's position. The entry of the
United States into the European war left Japan practically un-
checked in the Far East. The prosperous condition of her trade and
industry gave her the means necessary for a rapid development of
her army and navy. Finally, the revolutionary events in Russia and
the weakening of Russia's influence in the Far East removed the
pressure exerted by the only other great continental power in the
ad joining lands.

The collapse of Russia, which was a source of great anxiety to
the United States, Britain, and France, was a boon for Japan. If